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‘few miles from Philadelphia, where he resid- 


‘ed until bis death, waich happened in Novem- 
SELECTED-Riographical Sketch of Com. Decatur, 225 to |} 4 ’ “7 i em 


li ber, 


1505. 


His soa, Stephen Decatur, the present 


pad appoin'ments in the Navy and in the Marine Corps, || commodore, Was born on the 5th January, 


236, Offiieial A 


| 





FF EON SE EEN 


To the Editer of the National Register. 
hag LIOT, 

‘he true character of a 
of } sis life 


man is tobe found 
i rcliols The memory of 
lute commodore Sreruen Dacarvur ts dear to 
iericans; but there are not many of his 
oimtrymen, I beiieve, whe, in a moment, || 
can recollect ald the heroic circumstances 
sonnected with his fame. Many years have 
elapsed sinc ehe first commenced the career 
fotory; and the particulars of his renown, 
is tu the case of other celebrated men, have 
‘oen, more or fess, comprehended and ming- 
led in the general lustre of his reputation. 
‘he present appears 9 me a suitable time to 
» the minds of Amer! ican people | 
principal incidents in the life of that brave 
complished gentleman; and, with that | 
iv you to insert in your Gazette the || 
g¢ Biographical Sketch, which appear 
lin the Analectic Marazine for June,1813. 0, 
have endeavered to fill up the ontline, by || 
ing narrative of the Maga- 
the faral duel. IT be- 
ith me, sir; that, 7t is 
uch au aijte 


the 


the 


ny down the 
‘the period of 
su will agree w 
ev to deprive the nation of $ 
to supply his place. 
Commodore Srerpven Dreatrve of 
i cench descent by the maledine. Ths 
Of Was A 1 nals ‘ont ha 
il married a od of Rhode-Isiand. His 
er, Steph en Decatur, was born in New- 
Mt, Rhode. Island) and when a very young 
man removed to Philadelphia, where he mar-| 
vied the daughter of an Irish geatieman by 
‘name of Pine.. He was bred to the sea,’ 
and commanded a merchant vessel out of 
port of Philadelphia until the establishment of | 
we navy, when he was appointed to the con-| 
Wand of the Delaware sloop of war. 


at Oe 


| 


F 
‘ 
He 


when the commard of 


. 
1S Ount, 
\ 


iantts. who bailt her by Babscription. 


40 this situation he remained until peace was t 
P| 
his HI 


) i 
icace, auc 
3 


ea - é 
nade irance, when he resigned 


and retired to his resi 


with 
MMISsion. 


! 
ppointments, 236. General Jackson's Me Hi779, 


iwhither his parents hae 
snorial to the Sefiate, 237 tu 240, et oA » pa € ts had 
tH} datilisa 


;a id 


repairs, and 


performed one cruise in her, 


isqua Irox 0, under the 
i iM: TTS. 


Rochelle, in France, H 
led by that officer. 


|| squadron was to rendezvous. 
} 


‘hands of the Tripolitans. 
Ht ately presented itself to his mind of 


tle |} 
rontioned in her anil the frigate Philadelphia || 
that ship |! 
$s given to him, at the particular request of} 
, i} ficer 


“9 the shore of Maryland, 
reined, whilst the 


of Philad Ipbia. 


ou eastern 


Were IM possession 


i They returned to that city when he was a few 


id, and he was there educajed and 


oroughit up. 
He entered the navy in 
and jou ed the frigate United 
~ command Commedsre 
Barry, whe bad obtained the warrant for lium, 
i Hee natiewed for some time with that officer, 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. 
‘he United States at that time required some 
Wishtag to remain in part 
‘sted an order to join the brig Nov- 
thea bound to the Spanish Main. He 
as first lientenant, 


montus o 


March, 1798, as 
Ishipman, 
States 


; under ol 


not 
n requi 


1. 
hOIN, 


jand on his return to port, resumed bis station 


,on board the of United States,where he remain- 
‘edunii! peace was concluded with France. 

He was then ordered to the Essex, as first 
ilieutenant, and sailed with commodore Dale’s 
squadron to the Mediterranean. On the ree 
turn of that sonadron he was ordered to the 
New York, one of the second Mediterranean 
commaad of commodvure 


Yi hen he returned to the United States he 
s ordered to jhe: the command of the Ar- 
Bory proceed in berto join Commodore 

ie’s squadron, then in the Mediterranean, 


iL and on ‘his arrival there to resignthe com- 


miod of the Argns do licutetaut Tull, and 
take the schooner Enterprize, then commands 
After makiog that ex- 
change he proceeded to Syracuse, where the 
On bis arrival 
at that porthe was iaformed of the fate ofthe 
frigate Philadelphia, which had ran aground 
on the Barbary coast, and fallen iuto the 
The idea immedi- 
aitempte 
ing lier recapture or destruction. On Come 
modore Preble’s arrival, a few days afters 
wards, he proposed to him a plan jor the 
purpese, and volunteered . bis services to ex- 
The wary migd of that veteran of- 
at frst disopproved of an enterprise so 
but the risks and difliculties 
it anly stimulated tre ard. 


i arted to it an aii Oh ad- 


ecare i. 


perit 5 
minded 
Warats 


auuiitie ‘ sail 


fall of 


that suorre 
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venture, fascinating to his youthful imagina- || ketch, to take arope and make it fast to the 
tion. frigate’s fore chains. This being done they 
The consent of the commodore haviog|| began to warp the ketch alongside. It was 
been obtained, lieutenant Decatur selected | not until this moment that the enemy suspect- 
for the expedition a ketch (the Intrepid) » hich |} ed the character of their visitor, and great 
he had captured a few weeks before trom en- confusion immediately ensued. This enabled 
emy, aud manned her with seventy volunteers, || our adventurers to get alongside of the frigate, 
chiefly from his own crew. fle sailed from || when Dacatur immediately sprang aboard, fol- 
Syracuse on the 3d February, 1804, accom-|| lowed by Mr. Charles Morris,* midshipman. 
panied by the United States’ brig Syren, lieut.)| These two were nearly a minute on the deck, 
Stewart, who was to aid with his boats, amd) before their companions could succeed in 
to receive the crew of the ketch, in case it}|} mounting the side. Fortunately, the Turks 
should be found expedient to use her asa tire-|| had not sufiiciently recovered from their sur- 
ship. prise to take advantage of this delay. They 
After fifteen days very tempestuous weath- || were crowded together on the quarter deck, 
er, they arrived atthe harbour of Tripoli aj pei fectly astonished and aghasi, without ma- 
little before sunset. It had been aranged be-'/ king any attempt to oppose the assailing par- 
tween lieutenants Decatur and Stewart, that)):y. As a sufficieat number of our men hid 
the keich should enter the harbour aboat ten|| gained the deck, to form a front equal to that 
o’clock that night, attended by the boats of | of the enemy, they rushed in upon them. The 
On arriving off the harbour, the | Turks stood the assault but a short time, and 
Syren, in consequence of a change of wind, || were completely overpowered. About twenty 
had been thrown six or eight miles without || were killed on the spot, many jumped over. 
the Intrepid. ‘The wind at this time was fair, | board, and the rest fled to the main deck, 
but fast declining, and lieutenant Decatur ap-'| whither they were pursued and driven to tie 
prehended that, should be wait forthe Syren’s | hold. 
boats to come up, it might be too late to After entire possession had been gained of 
make the attack that night. Such delay || the ship, and every thing prepared to set fire 
might be fatal to the enterprize as they could || to her, a number of launches were seen row- 
ni remain longer on the coast, their provisions ||ing aboutthe harbor. This determined lieu- 
being nearly exhausted. For these reasons || tenant Decatur to remain in the frigate, from 
he determined to adventu 2 into the harbor ; hence a better defence could be made than 
dione, which he did about § o’cluck. from on board the ketch. The enemy had 
An idea may be formed of the extreme haz- |already commenced firing upon them froa 
ard of this enterprise trom the situation of the | their batteries and castle, and from two cor- 
frigate. She was moored withia lialf gun shot || sairs that were laying near. Perceiving that 
of the Bashaw’s Castle and of the principal | the launches did not attempt to approach, he 
battery. Two of the enemy’s cruizers lay | ordered that the ship should be set on fire, 
within two cables’ length, on the starboard | which was done, at the same time, in diffrent 
quarter, and their gun boats within half gun j,parts. As soon as this was completely effect- 
shot on the starboard bow, All the guns, of || ed they left her, and such was the rapidity of 
the frigates were monnted and loaded. Such j\ the flames, that it was with the utmost difficul. 
were the immediate perils that our hero yen- |/ty they preserved the ketch. At this critical 
tired to encounter with a single ketch, beside || moment a most propitious breeze sprang up, 
the other dangers that abound in a strongly | blowing directly out of the harbor, which. ia 
fortified harbor. a few minutes, carried them beyond the reach 
Although from the entrance to the place || of the enemy’s guns, and they made good theit 
v here the frigate lay was only three miles, yet | retreat without the loss of a single man, and 
in consequence of the lightness ef the wind, with but four wounded. 
they did not get within hail of her until eleven ‘| For this gallant and -omantic achievement, 
o'clock, When they had approached within | Lieutenant Decatur was promoted to the rank 
two hundred yards, they were hailed and or- || of post captain, there being at that time no in 
dered to anchor, or they would be fired into, | termediate grade. This promotion was pat 
Lieutenant Decatur ordered a Maltese pilot, || ticularly gratifying to him, inasmuch as it was 
who was an board the ketch, to answer that || done with the consent of the officers ovet 
they had lost their anchors in a gale of wind || whose heads he was raised. 
on ihe coast, and therefore could not comply | In the ensuing spring, it being determined 
with their request. By this time it had be-| to make an attack upon Tripoli, Commodore 
come perfectly calm, and they were about fifty |j Preble obtained from the King of Naples the 
vares from the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur} 
orderoda small boat that was alongside of the 
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* Now Captesin Morris of the Acams. 
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command of one of them to Captain Decatur, 
the other to Lieutenant Somers. The squad- 
roa sailed from Syracuse, consisting of the 
frigate Caustitution, the brig Syren, the schoo- 
ners Nautilus and Vixen, and the gun boats. 
Having arrived om the coast of Barbary, 
they were for some days prevented from ma- 
king the attack, by adverse wind and weather; 
at length, on the morning of the 3d of August, 
the weather being favorable, the signal was 
made from the commodore’ 3 ship to prepare 
for action, the light vessels towing the gun 
boats to windward. At o’clock the signal 
was made for bombarding the town and the 
enewy’s vessels. ‘Ihe gun boats were cast off, 
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joan of six gun boats and two bombards, which 
he formed into two divisions, and gave the 
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his prize, the boat which bad been coramand- 
ed by his brother-came under his stern, and 
informed him that they had engaged and cap- 
tured one of the one of the enemy, but that her 
commander, after surreudering, had treache- 
tously shot Lieutenant James Decatur, and 
pushed off with the boat, and was thes waking 
for the harbor. 

The feelings of the gallant Decatur, on re- 
ceiving this intelligence, may more easily be 
imagined than described. Every considera. 
tion of prudence and safety was lost ita his ea- 

gernessto punish so dastardly an act, and to 
revenge the death of a brother so basely mur- 
dered. He pushed within the enemy’s line 
with his single boat, and having succeeded in 





and advanced in a line abead, led on by Cap 
tain Decatur, and covered by the tigate Con 
stitution, and the brigs and schooners. The! 
enemy’s gun boats were moored along the| 
mouth of the harbor under the batteries, and | 
within musket shot. ‘Their sails had been ta 
ken from them, and they were ordered to sink 
rather than abandon their position. They 
were aided and covered likewise by a brig of 
i6 and a schooner of 10 guns. 

sefore entering into close action Captain 
Decatur went alongside each of his boats, and | 
ordered them to unship their bowsprits and 
follow him, as it was his intention to board | 
the enemy’s boats. Lieut. James Decatur! 
commanded one of the boats belonging to! 
Lieut. Somers’s division, but being further to! 
windward than the rest of his division, he! 
joined and took orders from his brother. 

When Capt. Decatur, who was in the lead- 
ing boat, came within range of the fire from 
the batteries, a heavy fire was opened upon) 
him from them and from the gun boats. He! 
returned their fire, and continved advancing | 
untul he came in contact with the boats. At} 
this time Commodore Preble, seeing Decatur 
approaching nearer than he thought prudent, | 








rcered the signal to be made for a retreat;! 
Dut it was fouod that in making out the sig-| 
nals for the boats, the one for a retreat had! 
been omitted. ‘The enemy's boats had about |! ; 
forty men each; ours an equal number, tw enty-| 


aot 
By, v 


volitians. Decatur, on boarding the ene-| 


vas instantly followed by his countrymen, | 
dut the Neapolitans remained behind. The! 
Turks did not sustain the combat, hand to 
hand, with that fiemness they had obtaided a 
reputation for: in ten minutes the deck was | 
cleared eight of them sought refuge in the| 
hold; —_ of the rest, some fell on te deck, 
and others jumped into the sea. 
of the Recsieees were wounded. 


Only three | fi 


jculiar object of his vengeance. 


mon sailor. 
even of whom were Americans and thirteen! tt 


getting alongside of the retreating toe, board- 
od her at the head of eleven men, who were 
all the Americans he had left. 

The fate of this contest was extremely 
doubtful for twenty minutes. All the Amieri- 


| cans except four were now severely wounded, 


Decatur singled out the commander as the pe- 
The ‘Turk 
was armed with an espontuon, Decatur with a 
cutlass; in attempting to cut off the bead of 
the weapon, bis sword struck on the iron and 
broke close to the hilt. The ‘Turk at this 
moment made a push, which slightly wounded 
him in the right arm and breast. He immedi- 
ately seized the spear and closed with him, A 
fierce struggle ensned, and both fell, Decatur 
uppermost. By this time the Turk had drawn 
a dagger from bis belt, and was about to 
plange it in the body of his foe, when Deca- 
tur caught his arm, asd shot him with a pistol, 


which be had taken from bis po-ket. During 


the time they were struggling on the deck, 

the crews rushed to the aid of their com- 
manders, and a most sanguinary conflict took 
place, insomuch, that when Decatur had des- 
patched his adversary, it was with the great- 
est difficulty he could extricate himself from 


| the killed and wounded that had fallen around 
him. 


It is with no common feeling of admiration 


| that we record an instance of heroic courage, 


and loyal self devotion, on the part of a com- 
During the early part of Deca- 
ur’s siruggle with the Turk, he was assailed 


in rear by one of the enemy, who had just 
aimed a blow at his head with his sabre that 
must have been fatal; at this fearful juncture, 
a noble hearted tar, who had been so badly 
waunded as to lose the use of his hands, see- 
ing no oiher means of saving his commander, 
rushed between bim and the uplifted sabre, 
and received the blow on his own head, which 


actured his scull. We love to pause and 





t 
As Decatur was about to proceed out with ! 


| honour great actions in humble life, 
they speak well for human nature. 





because 
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$ 
rank and station in society often do gallant |] the battle was terminated in a very shore 
decds, ip a manner from necessity. Their | period, by the enemy's surrender, Lhe 
consprevous sitaation obliges them to do SO, || whole engagement lasted for an hour and 
or ‘heis eageiness tor glory urges them or 31] a half, being prolonged by the distance 
but un act bke this we nave mentionsd, so des jj at which the earls part o! it was fh oght, 
perate, yei se disinterested; done by an ob- \, and by a heavy swell of the sea, ‘Phe su- 
scure, onambitious mdi idual, a poor sailor, jperioe gunnery of the Americans was appas 
can spring from notbing but innate nobleness rent inthis, as in all aw other actions, ‘The 
of soul. We are happy to add that this gen-| Macedonian Jost ber mizen-mast, fore and 
| eros fellow survived, and now seceives a pen | main iop aests and main yard, and was much 
siow from gevernment. colupin the hull. er loss was thirty-six 
Decatur succeeded in getting with beth of || Killed, and sixty eight wounded. The damaye 
lis prizes to the squadron, and the pext das jot the United States was comparative ly ini i 
t reccives the biphest commendation, in a gen-)! four killed and seven wounded; and she ¢ul- 
ers! order. from Commodore Preble. Whes) fered se little ia ber bull and ruping. that she 
that able officer was superseded in the coms) might have continued her erase, had not 
mand of the squadron, he gave Constitue |) Commodore Decatur thouyht it impertant to 
tion io Capt. Decamr, who hat, some tim: {/ convoy kis piize into pert, His reception of 
betece. received bis commission.® From tha’ | Captain Carden on board of thr United States 
sinp he was removed to the Congress, avd was truly characteristic. On presenting his 
| re turaes home in her when peace was cou-) sword, Decatur observed that he could sot 
coded with Tripeh. On bis retura to the) think of taking the sword of an officer who 
Unied States, he was employed in superin-) had defeuded bis ship so gallantly, but he 
tecding eu, boats, until the ailair of the Che S-|' should be happy i totahke him by the hand. 
apeake, when he was ordered to su; ercede || ‘ ' 
Ci ake arron io the command of that | : We ee weet 3 - observe _that Captain 
ship. si ce which period he has had the com: | Ca den shape been ingenuous in his account 
mand of the southern squadron, When the | of this affair. Hle mentions that, “ ofter an 
United States was again pot in commission, cae pt ae my hacked and came to 
the wind, and # was then enabled to bring her 


hy wasremoved trom the Chisapeake to that | * sae pe ; 
frivate. |, £0 close aciton.’ Now, on tie contrary, we 
‘Phe forescing particulars were farnished ms * ans the very best authority, that the 
us by a frieed, as materials from whiek te form nited States was close hauled to the wind, and 
at yi vr but we were so well pleased! her commander was extr mely anxious \ we 
Wi nT lie ity, consoiseness and modes aceon my close ee There are other 
tv of eth e carration, that we resolved to lay {i Paes af C pach arden’s official letter that 
before ou readers with merely a few trivial |) ne gee reesgeasei but we shall pass them 
alierations. ie over its ithoat comment. It is nz +9» aefea @ 
The present war with Great Britain has HH sroud and — ant — to wril! 5 unde yr 
given Comondore Becatur another opport: 7 ey Stee . Mpc e a pa a the ais- 
rity of adding te the jaurels he had already fj S'8C® © ms eat; _ a truly magnanimous 
wen. On the h October, 1812, in lat. 29 | pret oe scorn to Co om the expense of “ 
_loag. 29 30 Whe fellin wih his Britannic | brave ¢ and generous foe, Capt. Carden musf 
Mejesty’s ship Macedonian, mounting 49 care waned oe ‘* ha ese Soper re _— gi 
riace guns. This was one of the finest fr- _ nited States one ver he pleased, bags 
gnies to the British navy, and commanded by Con th igh: Py wf verter ha on he pert bs 
C apr Johu S. Carden, one of the ablest offi- !} Commodore Decatur to prevent tt. VW P "i 
cers, Sire was in prime order, two years old. | ‘tel ebes, Thatitis with re Pinel twe notice any itt 
and but four months oui of doth: The enemy |} tance of disingenuousness in an officer v hie 
being to windward, bad the advantage ge neral char: acter we admire, and whose de 
ch wosing his own distance; and, suppesing 12 || portinen at ail times to our ere 
te Uaned States to be the Essex, (which only 1 een such as to evtitle him to the highest 
trounts carronadrs,) hept at first at fang she 18 good will. : 
and cid pot at apy moment come within U-+ \\ tis not one of the least circumstances 0! 
compte effect of the musketry and grape.!| Commedore Decatui’s g od fortune, or rath 
A ter we frigates had come to close actio: + good management, that he convoyed his 
—_—_— } rize, in her shattered condition, across a Vass 
*1 wes dated the 16th February, 1801, the da He xient of ocean, swarming with foes, and com 
on wiel) he destroyed the Philadelphi Heal. jj acted her triump iT intly into B gem thus ) |@ 
te 19 vote of thanks and a sword for tha | cing immediately before the eyes of bis cous 








Vor. 1X] 


trymen a noble trophy of his awn skill, and of || 
it Analetic Magazine. 


national prowess 
Suc) has been the brilliant career of this | 
naval hero. In private life his fortune has 
been equally propitious. Honored by his} 
country, beloved by his friends, and blessed | 
by the affections of an amiable and elegant 
woman.* ile is now in ihe very prune of life, 
pleasing in lis person, of an intelligent ‘and 
ag coustenan ée; and an eye in whose} 


13 


> 
mild and brilliant tustre, 
urbanity are- happily 
meat is mauly and WUassumbing, and his man-- 
ners peculiarly gentle aod engag oy: uniting 
the polish of the g utleman with the frank 
sirup! {t is with the most! 

noticed our naval 
raliant achieves 


jut "Tes 
-pitit, enterprize and |) 
nded. [is deport: | 


ble 


eny of the saiiur. 
perfect delight that 
ieers, go retucmog from the 
mie cts 
a pride aud exuia 
unusientatious und 
glorious boastings 
ever beard trom their lips; of sherr enemy 
hey always speak with courtesy and respect; 
of theit ownexploits, with uo ‘fected modesty 

and frankness. With the ; aspiring ardour of 
truly brave spirits they pay but little regard 
to the 5 their whoie souls seem stretched 
towards tie future. inte such hands we 
file. ut reserve, our na- 
tional interests and honor; to this handful of 
vallant worthies Is allotied the proud destins 


' 
Wwe LlAVe 


} 
by 
oll 


s of pativn- 
at once into 
ciuizens No vain- 

le gasconades, are 


ue puei th 


ib if 


which are tie Wuiversal 10; 


Hon, SiHaking 


iuies 


pa 
con 
ly aporellension ot 


\ vale 


wi 


of founding the naval fame of the nation, and 
of thus having their names imseparably con- 
nected with the glory of their couatry.: 

* Some years since Commodore Decatur was mar- 
riedto Miss Wheeler, of Norfolk, a iady celebrated 
for her accom pic nts, and at that time a reipa- 
ing belle in Vegi 

The f. igates U ited 


States and Macedonian are 
both Mag | in the port of New-York, and are e isily || 
compared with cach other. ‘They have been mea- 
sured, and the tollowing are the results: 
United States Macedonian. 
Levsthof deck, 176ft. 166 ft 
Breadth otbeam, 43 ft. 43 33 
‘Tonvage. 1405 1325 
ich VER 1 has i5 ports © na side, on the main 
de ck; the first cai rhe +3 24 and the laiter 18 2 fOr mders | 
thereon. The carronades of each, the quarter 
deck and fere-castle, are of the like calibre: and 
the only further diiference is, that the United States 
had hve more of them. It is false th 
44ib carronaces; they have only 
Whe gallant conduct of Commodore Decatur, in 
capturing the Mace has been rewarded by |! 
Hume mns of | atity He hast 
ceiver iks and ful from conyr 
a vote of thanks and sword from the state of 
ginia; a vote of tianks from Maryland; a vy 
thanks and sword trom Pennsylvania; 4 sw 
the city of Philadelphia; a vote of thanks from Mas 
sachusetts; a vote of thanks from the state of New 
York; 
has been elected an honoi ary member of the 
cinnati Society of that state. Public dinners have 
cen given him, and various other entertainments 


t 
: 


| 


n 


) Mae 


OG. 


sf 


at our i ees 


curry aT) 


dowian, 
iDhi ae, 


if 


rous tok public ee 
1 a vote of thar nit 2583 | 
V ir- {I 
a of 


te 
”~e 


| 


oo 
rine | 
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|) Was impan 
it ieless, from the course o1 


some 


i 
| 
I, 
a 


Hhavir wr r take 


| Dey tu 


Owes, 


i 


,now 


} . ! hinee 
i from the lal 07S 


ord trom } ty unjustly 


; footing of the most favo: 
the freedom of the city of New-York, aud 4 


229 
Thus far the Biographical Sketch of tie 


In January, 1815, a cruise to the Rast 
fndies was determined upou by governmen 
with a squadroh under the orders of Commo- 
dore Decatur, who then commanded the tri- 
gite President, lying at New York. In at- 
| femipting to put to sea in the face of a British 
naval force, consisting of the | laje stic razee, 
and the frigates By iy IDIOT, Tenedos, wad 
iPoinona, the through the negli- 
gence of the pilot, k upon the bur of 
‘hat port, in consequence sich her bal- 





President 


lal. 


Str » 


of w 
last shifted, and the swiftness of her sailing 
ed. Commodore Decatur, never- 
in 
fe 
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the Senate, to appoint three officers of the 
Navy, whose rank should not be beiow a post 
captain, to constitute a Board of Commission- 
ers for the Navy of the United States, Com- 
inodore Decatur, on his return from the Me- 
diterranean, was selected by President Ma- 
dison as one of these He was in the vigi- 
lant and satisfactory exercise of the duties of 
this office, when he was challenged to single 
combat, with pistols, by Commodore James 
Barron, formerly of the frigate Chesapeake, 
and was mortally wounded at the first fire. 


He was immediately conveyed to the city of 
Washington, from Bladensburg, the scene of 


this bloody catastrophe, and died at his own 
residence on the night of the 22d of March, 
1820, in excrutiating pain, but with manly 
firmness, amidst a vast circle of friends, 
great numbers of whom crowded to his dwel- 
ling on the first news of his disaster. His re- 
mains were deposited, on the 24th of the 
same month, in the vault of Kalorama, the 
well-known seat of the late Joe! Barlow, Esq 
whence, we understand, the corpse will be 
eventually removed to Philadelphia, for final 
interment. The funeral was accompanied 


with military honors, and the concourse of 


citizens and strangers in attendance, was the 
most numerous ever known on any similar 
occasion in the District of Columbia. 


The house of Commodore Decatur, late the i 


house of joy, has thus been filled with sadness 
and mourning; his lady, suddenly, and in 
the prime of life, finds herself widowed and 
desolate in her mansion; and strangers may 
soon inhabit where late this gallant spuit 
dwelt! 


NUMBER OF EPISCOPAL CLERGYMEN 
In Tue Univen States, 1820 





Eastern Diocrsk. New Hampshire, 4 

Rt. Rev. Alexander V. \, Massacliusetts, 14 
Griswold, D. D. Bi- { Vermont, 5 
shops Rhode Island, 6 

Rt. Kev. Thos. C. Brownell, D. D. Le L. 2 43 
D. Bishop Connecticut, s 

Rt. Rev. John M, Hobart, D, D. Bishop, 60 
New York, ¢ 

Rt. Rey. John Croes, D. D. Bishop, New : 14 
Jersey, 4 

Rt. Rev. Wm. White, D. 2? Pennsylvania, 25 
D. Bishop, § Deleware, 4 

Rt. Rey. James Kemp, D. D. Bishop. es 48 
ryland, 

Rt. Rev. Richard D. wows Virginia, 29 
DD. D. Bishop, N. Carolina, 5 


Rt. Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, D.D. Bishop.? —, 














South Carolina, ” 

Rt. Rev. Philander Chace, D. D. era 6 
@hio, 

——_— Georgia, 3 

Kentucky, 4 

oe Louisiana, 1 

—_———— Missouri Territory, 1 

Total, 2 





[No 15 


\ In the House of Representatives— Mr. Cray pre 
| 
! 








sented the following resolutions on the 28th instant, 
(hitherto omitted in this paper.) 


Resolved, Vhat the Constitution of the United 


; States vests in Congress the power to dispose of 


the territory belonging to them: and that no treaty 
purporting to alienate any part thereof, is valid 
without the concurrence of Congress. 

2, Resolved, ‘Vhat the equivalent proposed to be 
given by Spain to the United States, in the treaty 
concluded between them on the 22d of Feb 1819, 
| for that part of Louisiana, lying west of the Sabine, 
was inadequate; and that it would be inexpedient to 
make a transfer thereof to any foreign power, and 
to renew the aforesaid trexty. 

It will be observed that the import of the above 
resolutions may furnish, in the absence of the 
Florida question, a fraitful topic for debate, 
especially as they evidently are intended to convey 
, an indirect censure on the conduct of the executive, 
in relation to the negociation of the late treaty with 
Spain, wherein our claim to this very territory has 
been given up, as a part of the “ equivalent” for 
, the cession of the Floridas. It will also be virtually 
| reviving the former question on the treaty-making 
| powers, so often discussed in Congress, and as often 

decided that the Senate and Executive, are inde- 
pendent of the House of Representatives in the 
\discharge of these important functions; and which 
the second article of the Constitution ordains in the 
| following words:—* ‘The president shall have pow- 
er, by and with the advice and consent of the 
|«* Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of 
‘¢ the Senators present concur.” 





—_—— 


New Minister to Russia. Mr. Wasutxctor 
Campnene having declined, Mr. Henny Mivvreroy, 
of South Carolina, formerly, Governor of the state, 
and lately a Representative in Congress, has been 
appointed by the President, with the consent of the 
Senate. 





Five. Maj. Jobn Peter’s warehouse, at the foot 
of High-street, Georgetown, D. C. was burnt on 
the Ist inst. the contents distroyed and supposed to 
have been worth 20,000 dollars. 





The Caueus. Samvex Suita of the Maryland 
Delegation in Congress, affixed his name to a pub- 
lic notice, dated on the 4th inst. concerning a Cau- 
cus to nominate persons for the offices of President 
and Vice President of the U.S. About forty mem- 
bers met agreeably to such notice, in the hall, on the 
8th inst. when it was resolved unanimously that it 
was ineapedient at this time, to proceed to the no- 
mination of persons to the above offices, and the 
meeting adjourned sine die. This attempt has been 
severely censured by a large majority of congress. 





Gen. Vives, the Spanish minister, appointed to 
make certain explanations in relation to the unra- 
tified treaty, ceding the Florida, reached Washing- 
ton on the 9th inst. 





RYE CO!PFEE—Pat’s method. 
“Aye sure,” says Pat, “‘ rye coffee’s strong 
* To make cue feel so frisky ;” 
But Pat his coffee did not make 
OF rye—but of nye-warsKker, 
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|fraud: the unfavorableness of all the experience of 
‘England on the subject: the evils which he app re- 
|| hencled from its operatign on society, and which ie 
was particular in endeavoring to shew 

The question being taken on Mr Binnove’s mo- 
jtion to postpone the bili uatil the next session of 
| Congress, was decided in the negative, yeas 19— 


Vou. IX) 


16th CONREsS—ist SESSION. 
IN SENATE. 
MARCH SU, 
The following bills were reported from the res- 
pective committees: 


| 
i 


1 A bill concerning the West India trade: 
2. A bill to increase the salaries of the District 


T 


ou ges: 


3 A bill for the punishment of Piracy &c: 

4 A bill respecting laying out a town on the 
mimons near Cahokia in Itinois: 

5. A bili for the relief of Richard Smith: 

6. A billestablishing a grade of rear Admiral in 
the Cried States naval service. 

‘Lhese bills were severally read twice. 

BILLS PASSED 

1. The bill fromthe House, making appropria- 
tions for the military service tor the yeas 1820. 

2. The engrosed, bill for the relief of certaia sut- 
ferers at Savannali. 

A resolttion, for adjournment, on the 24th 

of April,was passed, yeas 21—nays 20. | 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr. J J. Monroe 
transmitting the annual abstract of the Militia re- 
turns. The aggregate is reported at 882,191 From 
Deleware, no return has been received since 1810); 
from Maryland and South Carolina, none since 1811 
from Mississippi, none since 1812! From Kentucky 
and lennessee, the returns are reported to be im- 
perfect. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. Bunnitt, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to establish an 
uniform system of bankrupicy. 

Mr. Oris observed that the bill had undergone so 
material a change in its character by the principles 
end provisions which had been added to it by way 
of amendments, that it had lost much of lis friend- 
ship. He wished to make an eflort to restore it to 
such ashape as, in lis view, would imp:ove its utility 
aud render it less objectionable and therefore moved 
“that the bill be recommiited to the committee on | 
the Judiciary, with instructions to amend the same 
by striking out the proviso in the first section of the 
bid [enumerating the classes of mechanics and others | 
who are excluded from the operation of the bill,!! 
and also with instructions to amend the same by ex- 
tending the privileges of the act of persons inpri- | 
soned for debt, upon their voluntary application ! 
therefor.” 

Alier submitting his motion, Mr. O. added a re- | 
mark or two to shew that the bill, if amended as he! 
proposed, would stili be so applied, by construction | 

as to embrace many classes, and answer, in a great | 
Jegree, the views of Mr Van Dyke, and those gen- | 
tlemen who bad favored his proposition | 

Mr Baxnsoun, believing, from the indications he , 
had perceis ed, that there was litle chance of a ma- | 
jority of the Senate being united in support of any 
system of bankruptcy at this session, rose to move 
thal this bill be postponed until the next session of 
Congress In making this motion, Mr. B. took oc- 
casion to disclaim any hostility or want of respect 
for the mercantile class or the business of commerce 
which he not only held in estimation from its in- 
trinsic respectability, but asa great constituent of 
the national interests, and which, in his part of the 
country, was held in equal esteem with other voca- 
tions. Mr. B. then proceeded to submit his rea. 
Sons for standing in oppgsition to a general system 
ef bankruptcy: its conferring priviliges on particu- 

classes: its pernigious tendency to generate 


co 





{| 


| 


| nays 22. 


The question recurring on the proposition offer- 


'ed by Mr. Otis to recommit the bill. 


Mr. Vas Dyke offered succinctly the reasons 
which, in his view, weve opposed to the motion, and 
which justified the bill as it stood. 

Mr Bruni advocated the recommitment, par- 
ticularly from a desire to discard that feature which 
applies the act to all classes of debtors to a certain 
amoant, by their voluntary consent. 

Mr. King of N Y. maintaining the opinion that 
Congress had no power to enact an insolvent law, 
though it had the power, emphatically given, to 
pass a bankrupt law, was rather in favor of a course 
that would try specific question on these principles 
instead of recommitment. If the senate should fi- 
nally insist on stretching the powers of the govern- 
ment to the enactment of the principle adopted on 
the motion of Mr. Van Dyke, anxious as he was for 
a bankrupt law of some kind, and of almost any 
kind, within the terins of the constitution--for de- 
fects might be remedied hereafter, according toex- 
perience—le should be constrained to vote against 
the bill Mr K. argued his opinions at some length. 

Mr. Oris defended the coure he had proposed, as 
the only mode of getting at his object, inasmuch as 
the amendments having been agreed to, could not 
now be reached by any specific and direct motion 
in the Senate; and he also explained more at large 
his views of the principles in question, concurring 
with Mr. King so far as to doubt whether an insol- 
vent act, which Mr. Van Dyke’s amendment would 
amount to, was in the contemplation of the framers 
of the constitution: he argued against this principls 
jalso from its practical operation upen the business 
and affairs of society. 

‘The question was tien taken on the motion to ne. 
commit the bill, and was negatived without a div: 
sion. 

Mr. Dicxensow moved to strike out the provisa 


cal 





1et 





1, ‘ : 
‘in the first section, excepting various mecliani 


| classes, &c. from the operation of the bill, conceis 
ling it no longer necessary if the feature introduced 


(| by Mr Van Dyke were retained. 


| 


This motion was negatived by veas and nays, 
yeas 9, navs 25. 

Mr. Meriew moved to strike out the 60th section 
of the bill, which is in substance as follows. 

Sec. 6. ‘That this act shall not repeal or annul the 


|| laws of any state now in force, or which may be ° 


licreafter enacted for the relief of insolvent debtors 
except so far as the same may vespect persons 
who are, or may be clearly within th: purview of 
this act, and whose debts shall amount, in the cases 
specitied in the second section thereof, to the sums 
thereia mentioned: And, if any person within the 
pum iew of this act shall be imprisoned for the space 
of three months, for any debt, or upon any contract 
jintess the creditors of such prisoner shal} proceed 
lto prosecute a commission of bankruptcy against 
him or her, agreeably to the provision of thts act, 
tsuch debtor may, and shall be entitled to relief uf 
insolvent debtors, this act notwithstanding. 

This motion was negatived by a large majority; 
and no other tsetion being made, the question was 
teken on ordeiing the lu!l,as amended, tc cn- 





ii 
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ha 
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9°32 
grossed and read athird time, and was decided fn | 
the sevative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YE \S—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Eliot, 
G« dart. Hunter, Lanman, Mellen, Parrott, Pink- 
ney, ?vberts, Sanford, Stokes, i ‘ichenor i and) ke. 
—15. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, 
son, of Ken. Jounson, of Lou 
N .% Lev ke, Low rie, Macon, Nloriil ° Pal ner, 
Pleasaits, as s, Smith, Taylor. Trimble, Walk- 
er, of Ala. Walker, of Geo. Withams, of Miss. Wil- 
liams, of Ten Wilkens —23. 

manent SI 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, the message of the 
20th instant, transmitting, in coimpliance with a re- 
solution of the Senate, of the 16th of February 
last, abstracts of the bonds, or other securities. 
given under the laws of the United States, by the 
Collectors of the Customs, Receivers of Public Mo 
nies for lands, and Registers of Public Lands; Pay 
masters in the army, and Pursers in the Navy, who 
are now in office, or who have hereintofore been 
in office, and whose accounts remain unsettled; 
together with a statement of such other facts as 
may tend to shew the expediency, ér inexpediency, 
of so far altering the laws respecting such officers, 
that they may hereafter be appointed for limitcd 
periuads, subject to removal as hieretufore, was re- 
ferred toa select committee, composed of Messrs. 
Dickerson, Burrill, Lanman, Dana, and King, of X 
York. 


Brown, 


King, 


Eaton, John 


P 
Otis 


Mr. Orts rose to move a reconsideration of the | 
» by which the Bankrupt Bill was | 


vote of yesterd ay 
indefinitely postponed. 
this motion from some 
had received from gentle meu who hac taken an ac- 
tive part in the bill, to hope, that principles might 
be so adjusted and embodied as to make it accept 
able to all the friends of a banki pt aci; and from 
the willingness which had been manife 
those opposed to a bankrupt system, to give it 
fair trial. Shouli they be able to agree, all, pro 
bably would rejoice in the event; and to give the 
bill one more chance for its life, he made this mo 
tion, with the intention, should it succeed, of mov- 
ing its recommitment to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Warken, of Georgia, as the Senate was 
thin, moved to postpone a decision on the motion, 
unt! Monday; but at request of sever 
men, afterwards withdrew it. 
opposed to ‘he reconsideration. 
upa great deal of time » and its rejecjion took 
after mature consideration. He thought it uaad- 
visable to revive the ques ion, to go over the dis 
cussion again, as it would be a use less consum ption 
of time. 

Mr. Lanman was in favor of the re-considera 
tion, though he knew not how he should finaily 
be induced to vote, if the bill were again brought 
up. He thought, however, that the cries of the 
numerous petitioners who had prayed re lief, ought 
to be listened to and seriously consis The 
bill, it seemed, had been thrown out by ot 
side-way operation; and it ought to be 
cided according to the opinions of t 
as to a edie ney of granting rei lief, if a Majority 
thought rehiet should be previded, that opinion 
ought to prevail. He was 8! lad the wm otion was 

made, and hoped it would ! > agreed to. 

Mr. Kine, of New-York, ‘that if there was any 
poueeren a revision of the subject, of c¢ 


et, 
to a favorable conclusion, it ought to be tried. 
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encouragement which he | 


Lhe bill had taken 
place | 
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the major: ily, | 


R.—AVPRIL 8, 1820—CONGRESS. No. 15 


\|sikle evidence of a willingness to afford relief to 
{;one part of the c: muntey; and iave passed a bill ex. 
ht tending a liberal ind ulgence | to the purchasers of 
|} |public lands} Even in regard to the large and em- 

|barrassing debt due in Alaba ama, there was a dispo- 
sition to afford retief. Ue referr th extent 
lof the distress which demanded relief from the 
| bankrupt act, and to the manner in which that d 
tress was incurred to shew that it was eminently 
entitled to the favoraule consideration of the Se- 
nate. One remark be would add, on the subj ci— 
Hit was, that for the o vcurs succeeding ihe late war, 
lone half of the mon y wuising from yrtati 
i}lad gone into the treasury of the nation—the + 
vernment lost noth 1B) ct it was these very 
portation sthat brought ruin on many of those who 
now solicited the relei of this act. 

Mr. Vas Dyke was glad motion was made 
He had no hesitation i saying that to obtain the 
passage of the bill, he would meet gentlemen on 
liberal ground, and if he could net obtain all he de- 
sired in sucha bill, he would take what others | 
believed would be ready to concede, and be able 
he hoped to agree on a system which would pro- 
duce much goul, though it might not in every par- 
ticular be agreeable to ail. 

Mr. Winsew conceivedthat no public good could 
be produced by a re-consideration of the bill; and 
would only desire an opportunity of recording his 
vote on tis motion; for which purpose he asked 
for the yeas and nays 

Mr Krve, of Alibama, was in favor of a bankrupt 
law, if coniined to the trading part of the commu- 
nity. He beheved it proper to yive them the 
lief asked for; it was due to them on ace 
the debts which they owed abroad, and which no 
ther means would relieve them from; sud, as 
oreign debtors could by their bankrupt laws free 
| themselves from debts due to cur merchants, 
¢tice required that the latter shiould have the 

prvilege when mistortunes rendered it des 
}} He could not, however, vote foi 
fthat which had been rejceted, extending it to all 
|| classes—it would be extremely injurieus, if not 
jjrumous, to the planters aid farmers to be subjected 
lito the operation of such a system. 
Mr. swira would have no objection toa re-con- 
sideration, if any new lights had been shed on the 
subject since its rejection. But, after all amend- 
ment which it could receive, and the most mature 
consideration and dise the decision had 
been given against the bill, and it was rejected by 
a none ded majority. it vas not proper, under t! 
rircumstances, to revive it. | ublic feeling was aot 
a opener reason for this motion, because public feel- 
ling existed equally before. Besides, the Senate 
thad fixed on a day to adjourn, and would be b 
by it, if the other house agreed to it. The! 
rupt bill had its full portion of the time of th 
nate, and other business claimed a share of it. AS 
|no new evidence or facts, he repeated, had come 
to heht insupport of the bul, he could not conscat 
to take it up again. 

The question being taken on the motion for re- 
consideration, it was decided in the negauve, YY 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas:—Messrs Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Elliot 
|Hunter, King of Alab. Ning, of N.Y. Laniman, M an 
« ae Parrott, Sanford, Stokes 3, Pichen 7, Time 

Van Dyke, Wilhtanis, of Miss.—17. 

Nars—Mesers, Eaton, Gaillard, Johnson, of Ken. 
Johnson, of Louisiana, Leake, Logan, Lowrte, Ma. 
con, Morril, Palmer, Pie asants, Roberts Ruggles, 
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Smi Thomas, Waihe7, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. {| sideration of its provisions: when the Senate ad- 
i Willian ns, of Ten. Wilson —1¥ 1) journed. 
Nir. Taimsce submitted the following resolutions HI TUESDAY, aprin 4. 
lem. fur consi Serstéons | The Senate were ceccupied alinost the whole «it. 
ISpo- Resolved, That the Secretarv of the Treasury jting, and untila late hour, on the anencdoves 7 
cfent cause to be prepared and laid before the Scnate, |) ported to the civil eppropriation bell, te the i 
the at the commencement of the next session of Con- | mitt ¢ of Finance, and those offered ¢ hy others. 
Cis- gress a statement of money annnaliy ay praptipt ted |tThe bill has been ordered to a t! Vy Om “4 ding us 
ently and paid, since the De claration of fndependence, heated ™ 
Se- for purchasing from the Indians, surveying, and WepNespar, apam 5, 
ci— selling ibe public lands; shewing, as near us may Me. Srouse, from t committee on the post 
Le, the quantities of land which have been pur- pfiah‘ and mast ‘ened : ire “teats 
chased the number of acres which have been sur-|]), ‘ lac gh ase 5 re eee : 
ithe pre iton of Joseph lin nhe, postmaster at 
veyed, the number sold, and the number which iP j—_ Rear ies, ’ 
2 redericksburg, Va. (praying an increase of coni- 
iN remain unsold, the amount of sales, the amount oi ea ign 
who forfeitures, the sums paid by purchasers, and the | P ad wet sae be a 
sums due from purchasers and from receivers, in |}, Among the petitions this day presented wasone 
ade, each land district. }oy Mr. King of N. ¥.irow Nathanie! Cutting, pray. 
the Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tressury |! #8 4 te rther allowance ol compe nsution as Scores 
Lon cause tobe prepared and laid before the Senate, at iy “of L cgation to (ue Ba bary powers, 
de. the commencement ofthe next session of Congress, Mr. Leake, from the committce on Indian of 
3 he a statement of the money expended in each year, |} fairs, ta whom tie exquiry was referred, m wide : see 
ble since the Declaration of Independence, in holding port a Werse to the expediency of abolishing U 
TO conferences and making treaties with the indian || syste nof Indian trade, as established by the law of 
IN tribes; spec: lyings grants and - tae rs in| Mi Jarch 2, 1811. 7 
money or goods, anuuities paid, and now pavable eee ar ee “a 
uld to the Iidian tribes; the money annually appro Powers _ for ns he f pe ety of 7 chen 
and priated and oaid for the Indian trade, including the |, abiie a hi, . eee ep Sree, oe SET 
his suus.paid for salasies and allowances to superis- || OO fF 4 Curd reating, 
ced tend nts, clerks, tacturs, Commissioners, agents, Mr. Sonrn, from the judiciary comadttee, to 
interpreters, and all other persons employed under | whom the chain of Joha H. Piatt had been ure, 
upt the a thority of the United States, in the negocia- lred, made a detuiled report of the facts of le 
nus tions and intetccurse with the Ludians tribes. | case. 
ree apRiL 3 | The bill from the other House, making appre- 
of DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. lpr hin ie for the centre building ct ui e Capitol, wus 
0 The Se » took up the resolution submitted by |)taken up in committee of the whole, and beiny 
as wr. Jounso Li the 29:h ult. to enquire lag by inserting an apor spriatioe of 2400 di. hh 
ee into the oSpedency oF ening to the District oft ars for rations in the Senate Chamber, was or 
HS. Columbia « Dole vate on the floor of Congress. ijdered toa third reading; subs qu rently read a third 
ne ir. John 'deda few remarks to what he! time, passed, and retn le to the other House. 
le. had said iu support of his motion when first submit. |! The civil app DT sayen ation bill was aiso read athord 
to s ted i! time, as aniended, passed, and sent to the House of 
all Me. Kine. of NY. briefly stated his objections |; Representatives for coucurrence in the amend- 
t tothe motion, tf 1oded prinempally on the opinion |) ments. 
ed that his was an enquiry which it was proper, fr om |) The Senate tock up the bill more effectually to 
motives of delicacy to leave to the other House » as | ' provide for the punisitment of certain crimes agaiis! 
n- the delewate, if authorized, would take his seat |} the United States, (consolidating the penal acts ot 
e there; that the people of the District had not asked | the Unicn;) when, 





of Congress this ple ot that it had been meee 












fe io territories only which looked forward to beco 

id indepewdent members of the Union, and m hit | 
) sanction or ¢ ve color to animpression that Congicss , 
2 contemplated a similar result, at some ume, in this id 
t instance | 
|. Mr. Jounson replied, té obviate the objections 

e of Mir K and enforct his reasons (heretefore fully |} 
] reported) in favor of the motion; after which, the | 
resolution was agreed to—ayes 15, nocs 14. } 
° Mr. Pirasanes, from the committee on naval 

y affairs, communicated to the Senate a document, 

J containing a plan (by Lieut Ramage, of the Navy) 

t fur the detence of the commerce and the protec- 





tion of the revenue of the United States in the 
Gulf of Mexico, near the river Mississippi; which 
was read and ordered to be printed 

‘The Senate resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill more ellectually to provide for the 
punishment of crimes against the United States, 
and tor other perposes, (to revise and embody in 
one act various penal laws of the United States.) 

Vhe bili—consisting of thirty-three printed folic 
pages, and embracing a great mass of detauil—was 
tead through, and some progress made in the ¢on- 











ay 





On motion of Mr. 
that there was not 
spare for properly considering the numerous pre 
Mae of this long bill 
yond the session, without ob- 
“he Senate then’resumed the 
ithe bill for the better organization of the Vreas" 
i Department, (providing summary 
| recovery of debts due by defaullers, 
Barbour’s amendment, heretofore stated a 
being still under consideration—-- 
Considérable 
tool: pla nd the preposition was finally 
| to 
The bill was ultimet 
and read a third time by the 
YEAS—Messrs. iv, Mureill, Dicke: 
liot, Gaillard, King, of N.Y. Leake, Loya 
Macon, Morril, Noble, Palmer, Parroti, 
Roberts, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, ‘taylor, 
Tichenor, Trimble, Walker, of A’. ‘ 
Geo. Williams, of Miss. Williams, of 
—2y8 
NAYS.— Messrs. Dana, Eaton, Edwards 
Lanmau, Mellen, Otis, Ruggles —e. 


clon. 
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consideration of 
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APRIL 6. 
On motion of Mr Wixruiams of Ten. the com 


mittee on military affairs, who were instructed to} 
enquire into the expediency of passing a law, for 


. 1S 


to beinported, into the United States of America, 
-|j contrary to the provisions of this act, toguther with 

the vessel on board of which the same shali be |a- 
den, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be 


the settlement of the accounts of Colonel William |j forfeited to the United States. 


Duane, and for allowing him a compensation for 
his services and expenses, in the publication of | 

. 7 _ ! 
certain military works, under the direction aud! 


patronage of the War Department; were dis 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 


ject; and om motion of Mr Johnson of Ky. the} 


documents in relation to the subject, were ordered 
to be transmitted to the Secretary of War, 

Mr. Ronsenrs, from the committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Matthew Lyon, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief 

Mr. Hunter from the committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom the subject had been refer- 


red, repoitea a bill, to incorporate the General | 


Convention of the Babtist Denomimation in the 
Disirict of Columbia, tor Evangelical and Literary 
purposes. 
Mr. Dickersos, having obtained leave, intro 
duced, agreeably to notice, a bill to conunue tn 
force the act **to protect the commerce of the 
United States and punish the crime of piracy,” and 
also to make further provision for punishing the 
crime of piracy. 
WEST INDIA TRADE, 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill supplementary to the ‘act concerning 
navigation,” (reported by the committee on foreign 
relations on the 30th ult. in pursuanee of the reso 
ution adopted on the 14th ult. on the motion of 
Mr. King, of New York ) ‘the bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘That from and after the 
day all and every of the provisions and regu 
lations of the act of Congress passed on the 18th 
cay of April, 1818, entitled “ An act concerning 
navigation,” be; and the same are hereby extend- 
edand made applicable to the islands of Cape Bre- 
ton, St. Johns, Newfoundland and their dependen- 
cies, to the Bermuda Islands, the Bahama Islands. 
the Islands called Caicos, and to‘all other colonies, 
plantations, islands, and possessions belonging to 
or under the dominion of Great Britain, m the West 
Indies, on the continent of America, south of the 
2Uth degree of north latitude: And all and each of 
the enactments and provisions of satd act shall be 
construed as extending to, and as applying to, all 
and every of the possessions, colomes, places, and 
islands above mentiqned. 

Sec.< And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the day of —— no goods, wares, or 
merchandize, shall be imported into the United 
States of America from the province of Nova Scotia 
the province of New Brunswick, the Islands of 
Cape Breton, St. Johns, Newfoundland, or their 
respectiye dependencies. from the Bermuda istands, 
the Bahama islands, the islands called Caicos, or 











Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all pen- 
alties and forivitures incurred by the force of this 
act, shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and 
|| accounted fur, and may be remitted or mitigation 
jfin the manner and according to the provisions of 
the revenue laws of the United States. 
The bill having been read, Mr Brown, chair- 
man of the committee on foreign relations, submit- 
ted to the Senate the views of the committee in 
reporting the bill, and the considerations gencrally 
which, in dus opinion, recquired its enactment. 
Mr. King of New-York, Mr. Macon, Mr. Barbour, 
Mr Otis, and Mr. Parrott, respectively offered 
their reasons in favor of the bill The last named 
gentleman is friendly to the object of the bill, but 
thinking that it does not go tur enough, and to ob- 
tain time farther to examine its provisions, moved 
its postponement until to-morrow 
Mr Ruggles and Mr. Wilson, explained their rea- 
sons for being adverse to the bil! 
The bil was then laid over until to-morrow. 
Mr Monnrit submitted a resolution directing an 
enquiry into the expediency of an earlier meeting 
of the next Session of Congress than the day fixed 
by the Constitution. 
The engrossed bill providing for the better or- 
ganization of the ‘Treasury Department was read 
the third time, and the blanks therein filled. 
After some further debate, in which Mr. Barbour 
and Mr. Eaton principally engaged; 
The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill, and on a division the vote was—for the bill 19 
—against it 9. 
So the bill was passed and sent to the House of 
Representatives for concurrence 
The engrossed bill for the relief of Tench Fran- 
cis was read the third time, passed, and sent tothe 
other House for concurrence. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to establish an additional circuit court, to 
comprise the states of Tennessee and Alabama. 
On motion of Mr. Witxiams of Venness, for the 
reasons heretofore stated, the bill was so amended 
as to embrace Tennessee, alone (leaving to Alaba- 
ma a district court at present, but with an under- 
standing that hereafter, when the immense mass of 
litigation in Tennessee shall have been disposed of, 
and the business of Alabama require it, this court 
will be extended to the latter state.) 
‘Vhe bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 


third reading. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MARCH Ol. 
Mr. Suita, of N. ©. from tiie committee of ac- 


either or any of the aforesaid possessions, islands,|!} counts, reoported in favor of paying out of the 
or places, ortrom any other ptovince, possession, |} contingent fund to Thomas Constantine, two hun- 
plantation, island, or place, under the dominion of|] dred and fifty dollars, which was conenrred in. 


Great Britain in the West Indies, or on the conti 


The bill from the Senate “ for the relief of cer- 











































































nent of America, south of the 20th degree of north 
Jat tude, except only such goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize ss are truly and wholly of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of the province, colony, 
plantation, islands, possession or place aforesaid, 
where the same shall be laden, and from whence 
such goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be direct- 


tain sufferers by the fire at Satannah in Georgia,” 
was read the first and second time and referred to 
the committee of Ways and Means. 

The bill from the Senate, for the relief of the 
heirs and representatives of Nicholas Vreeland, 
deceased, was readthe third time and passed. 

Mr. Rayvorrt moved an adjournment unti} 





ly imporied into the United States; and all goods, 


Monday, in order to pay respect to the day, being 





“ares, sud merchandize, imported, or attempted 





Good Friday, which was negatived. 
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Vor. 1X. 


The bill for the relief of Delisle, Dudley, and 
Van Cleef, being read a third timo, and the ques- 





THE NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 8, 1820—CONGRESS. 255 


continental soldiers, moved to amend the bill by 
adding a new section, the object of which was to 


tion stated on its passage, Mr. Cooke moved that}}embrace in the provisions of the pension law the 


the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
[This is is a case in which a forfeiture has been | 
incurred by the importation of six domestic ser-| 
vants (slaves) by a captain of a vessel from a for- 
eign port, he being officially assured, by the con-| 
sul of the United States resident there, in writing, | 
that there was nothing in the laws of the United ; 
States forbidding tbe importation of family slaves, | 
by importing himself into the United States- The | 
Bill proposes a remission of the forfeiture thus in- | 
curred without any intent to violate the law.] 
An extensive debate took place on the merits of | 
the bill, when a doubt was suggested by Mr. Bar-| 
bour, whether congress possessed the power to 
remit that portion of the forfeiture which by law 
accrues to the informers or prosecutors of the al-! 
Jedged offence, and whether the bill therefore did | 
notin this respect require a limitation to that por: | 
tion of the penalty which acerued tothe U. States. | 





|| officers and soldiers of the Militia who actually 





served for 
war. 

Mr. Hannrn suggested that the proposition of the 
gentleman from ‘'ennessce was incomplete. He 
ought to have connected with it provisions for a 
direct tax or internal duties, which would be the 
necessary consequence of a measure that would add 
full five millions to the present amonat of expendi 
tures under the pension act. 

Mr. Cannon said; he would tell the gentleman, if 
Cougress went on with their present enormous ex- 
pendiiures, he should be re way, without this provi- 
sion, tora direct tax. He placed hismotiun, he said, 
on the grounds of equanty and justice, which ap- 
peared@ to him to sustain it 

Mr. Bioomriecn said a fe vy words against the mo 
tion, when the question was taken thereon, and de- 
cided in the negative five or six s:embers rising ia 


monihs during the Revolutionary 


Finally a motion to recommit the bill by Mr. |! support of it. 


Pindail prevailed, with instructions so to amend it | 
as to remit only that portion of the forfeiture which | 
has accrued to the use of the United States ; which | 





Mr. Camvucie moved an amendment, that no ap 
plication for a pension, should be received after the 
| first day of June, 1520. 


motion was cecided aflirmatively, by a vote of 64 || ‘This motion was supported by the mover, snd ap- 


w 5d 
Kills from the Senate, of the fol’!owing titles, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Jennings O’Bannon. 
A bill for the relief of John A. Dix. \ 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John O'Connor, deceased, 


posed by Messrs M‘Lean, Livermore, Foot, Cul- 
|; peper, Bloomtield and A. Smyth—and was,decided 


H P : oe 
in the negative, without a division. 


Mr. Srrornen then moved to strike out the 
whole of the bill, except the enacting clause, and 
! to msert in licu of it a provion for the total repeal 


A bill authorising payment to be made for cer- } of the Revolutionary Pension Law. 


tain muskets impressed into the service of the U. 
States. 


Mr.S. said he voted the law, without foresecing 


i . . 
|| the extent of its operation. Being convinced, now 


A bill for the relief of Mary Cassin, widow and || thatits benefits were not equal to its expensiveness, 
administratrix of Patrick Cass, deceased. , 4 made the best reparation he could to the coun- 


A bill for the relief of Robert Swartwout. 

A bill for the relief of John Harding, Joho 
Schute, and John Nichols. 

A bill authorising the Secretary of State to issue 
letters patent to Richard Wilcox. 

These bills were severally read athird time, pas- 
sed, and returned to the Senate. 

‘Lhese biils have now passed both Houses. 

REVOLUTIONAKY PENSION LAW. 

The House then proceeded, on motion of Mr. 
Barbour, to the consideration of the amendment 
reported by a select committee to the bill to ainend- 
the Revolutionary Pension Law. 

Several amendmenis were propesed to the bill, 
and successively negatived, an indisposition | ap- 
pearing to any alteration of its present form. 

Mr. Wittiams, of N. C. then said he was not able 
to discover any good reason for a distinction be 
tween the officers and soldiers of the Kevolutiona- 
ry war now reduced to poverty; and as putting, 
them on the same footing would save tothe country | 
annually a considerable sum of money, lie moved to | 
add the following as a new section of the bill: 

‘That no officer who is, or may hereafter be, 
placed on the pension list, shall, after the payment | 
of that part of his pension which became due on | 
the fourth day of March, 1820, be entitled to re- 
ceive more than ten doliars per month, the same as| 
received by all other persons on the pension list.” 

The yeas and nays being taken, were—For the | 
Motion 62,—Against it 89. So the motion was neg- 
atived. { 

_Mr. Caxnox, under the impression tuat the ser. | 
vive of the Militia had beenof as much importance | 
and their sacrifices as great at least as those of the 


try, by moving its repeal. 

| Mr. Cannon assigned the reason why, contrary 
j to his disposition heretofore expressed, he should 
| vote fur the repeafofthe law.  ife fad endeavore«. 
to obtain amendments to the law, io placé the of. 
cers and soldiers on the same footing, and to plice 
the militia man, of equal or greater erit, on the 
same footing as the continéntal suldie In these 
| objects he had failed; and he felt himse!: now bound 
to vote for the repeal ofa law unjust and inequita: 
ble in its operation. 

Without further debate, the question was taken 

on the motion of Mr. Sruoraxr, to repeal the law, 
and decided as follows: Forthe motion, 32, against 
the motion, 122. So the motion was rejected! 
Mr. Moxtron moved av amendment, the object 
|| of which was to strike out the whole bill, and insert 
|} 4 prevision, limiting the continuance of the pensivs: 
{| of nine-month’s men to three years, and o three 
years’ men to nine years, from the tune they are 
placed on the pension list. This motion was nega- 
tived, 86 to 46, 

Mr. Srnoruzr then moved an amendment, ‘he 
object of which was, to diminish the rate of the 
pensions 50 per cent. (or oné half,) from and after 
the 4th day of September next. ‘This motion was 
also negauived, but not by so large a majority as the 
last 

Mr. Wuairxaw then moved to add two other new 
seotions to the bilithe object of which was to guaid 











i by cautionary provision of a rigid nature, against 


frauds by persons acting or assuming to act as agents 
for pensioners, &c, The House would not agree to 
the amendment. 

‘Lue question was then taken on ordering the b.il 
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to be engrossed for a third reading, and decided in ]] States, since the establishment of that Depart ment; 
the affirmative, by a lange majority. ! also, alt propositions made, and whic h WEFE not 
It was then determined, cn motion of Mr. Hina, |; withdrawn, for supplying the same, specifying par. 
to meet hereafier at 11 instead of 10 o’clok, ‘ticularly to whieh contract the several propositions 
aenit 1 jiupply. Agreed to. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSION BILL—PASSED || a 
An engrossed bill entided © An act in additiony] PROMOTIONS and APPOINTMENTS. in the 
to an act to provide for certain persons engaged |) WAVY andin the MARINE CORPS. 
in the land and naval seryice of the United States |; (CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE.) 
in the Revolutionary War,” passed threugh acom- || Lieutenants in the Navy to be Masters Commandant: 
mittee of the whole, was read a third time, and}! George Budd, thomas Ap Catesby Jones, Joseph 
passed: 4! S. M’Pherson, Jolm Porier, William Botton F ch, 
YEAS—Messrs Alexander, Anderson, Archer of |) William B. Shubsick, Benj, W Booth, and Alex. 
Md. Archer of Va. Ball, Barbour, Beecher, Bloom- |! ander Claxton . 
jield, Brevard, Brown, Bryan, Burton, Burwell, Midshipmen to be Lieutenants in The Navy, 
Butler of NH. Cannon, Cobb, Cocke, Crawford, |! Jolin Jay Youug, Char ell, Abraham Dige. 
Crowell, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Darlington, Davidson low, Otho Malliizs, William Boden, (since dead) 
Dickinson, Karle, Eddy. Mdwards ot N.C. Fisher, }) Zachariah W. Nixon, John P. Carmbreling, Her ry 
Floyd, Folger, Foot, Ferrest Fullerton, Garnett, |G) Newton, Frank Bll Ty, Fi rick Van um, 
Hall, of N. Y. Hazard, Hendricks, Herrick, Hooks, |} Predemck G Walbert, Walter Newbomb, J seph 
Hostetter, Jones of Va. Jones of Tenn. Rinsey,}) &, Jarvis, Lhomas W. Ereelon, and Pardon’. 
Lowndes, Lyman, Maclay, M‘Coy, M*Lean i Ren |) Witpple. 
Meica!f, Newton, Overs rect, Parker of Va Putter. i} Sanuel BE. Watson, First utenant, to be Cap. 
son, Philson, Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Ricnarcs. Ko |) tain of Marines, vice, Lyman Kellogg, resigned. 
bertson, Ross, Russ, Sampson, Settle, Slecumb,|) James W. Clements, Second Licutenant, to be a 
Smith of Md. B. Smith of Va. A Smyth of Va. Smith i] First Lieutenant of Marines. 
of N.C. Southard, Strother, Varr, ‘Verrell, Tomlin- 
son, Tompkins, frimble, Tucker of Va Tucker of | 
S.C Trwler, Wardcld, Williams of N.C —89 i} 
NAYs—Messrs. Adams, Allen of Mass Allen of | 


Po be Surgeons’ Mates: 
Joseph Kenz, Lou. Francis $. Beattie, P: 
mus J. Nelson, N.Y. James Cornick, Va 
iF +} Dandridge, Va. Ciaries KR. Smith, Ci 
N.Y. Allen of Tenn. Baldwin, Bateman, Bayly, Bo-|! withamson, N J William D. Bubbit, Mass 
den, Brush, Buffum, Case, Clagett, Ciark, Cock, Falconer, N.C. Samuel C Smith, Ky. Alexander 
Crafts, Culbreth, Cushman, Dewitt, Dowse. Ed |! wWoihams. Tenn. J seplh BB. Stiudm b, N. Y. Tho. 
wards, of Con. Edwards of Penn. Fav, Fuller. Gross || mas Boyd, Dei. Edward Tilley, Md. George Uer- 
of N. Y. Gross of Penn. Hackley, Hall of Del. Har | rill, Val and David N. Maton, Pa. ‘ 
ding Hemphill, Hibsbman, Hill, Holmes Kendall, Tohe Pursers in we Navv: 
Kent, Kinsley, Lathrop, Lincoln Linn, Livermore.!} John 8 Fanning, Mass. Edward N. Cox, N. ¥. 
MeCreary, Mallary, Mason, Meigs, K Moore, 5.) and Nathaniel H. Perry, KR I 
Moore, “Monell, Morton, Mosely Wurrayv, Neale, ‘ 
Neison of Mass. Nelson, of Va Parker ot Mass. |} 
Phelps, Pindall, Pitcher, Plumer, Rich, Kagers, |! ¢ 
Silsbee, Sloan, Stephens, Storrs, Strong of N. ¥-/! genjamin Macomber, R. I. George Cooper, Mas 
Swearingen, Taylor, Tracy, Van Renselaer, Wale) abraiam N. Brevooit, N. ¥. and Samuel S. Cocje- 
lace, Wendover, Whitman, Wood,—72. _ | man, N. J. y 
Mr. Anvinson, from the committee on Public | one ors 
I ands, made a report on the petitien of sundry In- i OFFICIAL APPOLNTMENTS, 
habitants of the state of Ohio, resifing between the} phe following appointments, we learn, have been 
Miami and Sciota rivers ‘Phe report was untavor-|> recently made by the President of the United 
able to the petition: rs, and wasconcurred in by the |} States, with the advice and consent of the Senate: 
Mouse. } George F. Strother, at present a Member of the 
Mr. Anpersox, from the same committee, Who]} fHouse of Representatives, from the State of Vir 
were instructed to enquire into the expediency of || ginia, to be Receiver of Public Moneys at St. 
sing a law, to procure for the use of the United |) Louis iy the Territory of Missouri. 
| ‘Lunstall Quarles, at present a Member of the 
House of kepresentatives, fromthe state of Ken- 
| tueky, has been in like manner appointed Receiver 
ef Public Monies, for the district of Cape Girar- 


~ bef 


|| tobe Second Lieutenants in the Marine Corps: 
| Augustus A. Nicholson, 5, C. Charies Betts, Va. 
tharles Sears, Mass. James M’Cawley, jr. Pena. 


3 lates, COT ies of \ 
lands in the ** Ohio 
untavorable report thereon. 

Mr. Caspoett, from the committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the | deau, in the Verritorv of Missouri. 
jclition of Jacob Upp, Ordered to lie on the table || George Bullitt, of Arkansas, to be Register of 

Mr Kenr, from the Committee on the Mistrict of || the Land Office at Cape Girardeau. 

lumbia, reported a bill for the rehef of William |) — gfartwell Boswell, of Kentucky, to be Register 
Panceast, which was read twice and ordered to be} of the Land Office, for the district of Lawrence, in 
ngrossed for Tuesday next. Arkansas 

ibe bill from the Senate apportioning the Re John Trimble, of Kentucky, to be Receiver ot 
presentatives of the Congress to be elected in the | Public Moneys, at the same ginee. 
sutte of Massachusetts and Maine, was read a third 1} Wiliam Douglass Simms, of Alexandria, to be Re- 
vane and passed. |! gister of the Land Offices at Arkansas, in Arka 

CUMMISSARY GENERAL. | sas. 

Vhe following resolution was submitted by Mr | Henry W. Conway, to be Receiver of Public 

che, Gs Pennessee: — . | Moneys at the same place. 

iicsolved, that the Secretary of War be instruct- {| genjaman 8. P ype, of Alabama, to be Register 

iolay before this House coptes of all contracts | of the Land Office at Huntsville. 


we and entered into by the Commissary Geveral 


> mans andl tichd notes of the i} 
! 


: ms 9 ; 
ompany’s Purchase,” made an 


he 
u 


: A mcg , iI Obadiah Jones, of Alabama, to be Receiver of 
s>plyiug provisions for the army of the Umited |! pubic Moneys, at the same place, 
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Christopher RMerv, of Rhode Island, to be Col-) rder was entirely discretionary, a3 no number or 
of the cistrict of Newport, Rot. leseripuen ef troops were mentioned. In the 
arnabas Bates, of Rhode Island, to be Collector language of the Secretary of Wai’s letterto Gover- 


lect 





for the district of Bristol, n. 1. nor Bibb, your respondent was “ vested with full 
thomphrey Peao.-, of Virginia, to be Collector | powers to conduct the warin the mannerhe might 
for the district of Alexandria | ude best.” 
GEN JAUCK‘ON'S MEWORTAL CONCLUDED ; hie n his appeal was made to the citizens of 
The case of Arbothoot and Ambrister was not ' West Tennessee, the trontier setilements were 
Lb se wrbuthnot d s ) j 


within the reach ot any rules or articles of war jj tireatened on every side with danger and distress, 
The rights and privileges here secured belonged j) 5 % ell asae troops at port Scott and on the Ap- 
owy to our oWn Countrvmen; and as the offences |; palachicola. Major Mulienburgy was endeavoring 
charged were commilted by foreigners beyond our |} to ascend that myer with provisions, &e. and was 
own territorial timuts and jurisdiction, our munici-|}arrested in bis PTOsressy and surrounded by Sor 
pal code contained nothing by which to test the |] 1200 Indians. Col. Arb ickle, commandant at Fort 
offence. Yo it the principles of national law was |j Scott, was aiso about to ab indon his post for Want 
plicable, which attached no penalty to their } oi supplies The 1000 Georgia mihtia, who had 

crimes other than death. In organizing the court || been ca'led out for 60 cays, after advancing forty 
of enquiry, it was only intended (as in councils of |} miles from Hartford, to the neighborhood of Fort 
war) thet tie ecpinion should operate directly. || L hs » Were Te'UTANg home, leaving the command 
ke vice, not to become binding In the se- || Col. Arbuckie, as also the Georgia frontier, im 
end sentence pronounced by the special court |j 88 €Xposee an \ perilous condition, Not only from 
Ipom Ambrister, there was a departure from the || the public journal 3, Dut trom the communications 
f that law upon which alone it was believed |) OF. Col. Arbuckle, lad this intel igence been re- 

rion was had of the offence. Nor was it less | ceived. Uaderthese circumstances Major Fanning 

1 of the rutes and articies of war; for those || Was despatched to Georgia, with a request that the 
denounced corporal pnnishment. The tf Governor should continue those treops in the ficld 
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S .c, therefore, was void, because known to |! for an additioral period, or supply the deficiency, 
n Your respondent, therefore, conceived || a9 early as practicable, by an equal number of 
3 uithor'zed to carry into execution the fist |! Volunteers. 

gevenee; Lecause it awarded the anly punisin || As it was not known at this time whether the 
{ was legal 1o be inflicted; and because his law- |; Governor of ‘Tennessee was at Knoxville, or in the 
fs. curl: conduct, entitled him te die. Besides, || Cherokee nation, your respondent made his appeal 


Amoster was the most criminal He had com || to his old and tried comrades in arms, desing them, 
marded, in person, a cerps of Negroes, with the || to follow him tothe field. in defence of their invad¢ 














vicw oF anticpsting your respondent in the occu |fed country. in affording the desired relief, no 
pation of St Marks, and was actually takeo in arms {| time was to be lost. Delay was replete with dan- 
syainst the forces of the United States. ger; and defeat and disaster would have been the 

Phe general commanding, as in ali such cases,|} result, had the dilatory process of drafting been re- 
possessed the right, by the law of nations, to retali. | sorted to. ‘Tie sume day om hich the appeal was 
z d to punish; nor could the organizing of the Hi mace, the Governor of ‘Vennessee was written to; 
¢ urt deprive him of the power. The court of en-|) and apprisedof the attempt to obtaia volunteers, 
aniry derived its existence, and its whole authority. } and that i600 drafted militia wonld be required, 
+ ' 


from the order tor its organization; and no move |) should the appeal not bé promply and successfully 
could they exercise a power not delegated to them, |fanswered. in reply, the Governor gave his entire 
than could a committee of your honorable beds |} approbation to the measure, and co-operated in 
enquire into matiers not contamed in the resolu- |} raising an additional company of mounted volun. 
tion which created them The order calls it a spe- |} teers, which wus commanded by capt. Dunlap, and 
cial court, and directs it to perform special duties |i wbich joined the army at Fort Gadsden. ° 

It only asks for opinions; and gives no right to car All the volunteers were raised and organized une 
ry those opimions into execution’ Jt details a | der the laws of ‘lennessee the ofiicers of whom 
recorder, by which a court of enquiry is ever dis |} were elecied by themselves, and fot appointed by 
tinguished from courts martial; the latter kaving a |! your respondent, as asserted Ly your committee.-—- 
judge advocate, without which no proceedings can |; AKhough earnestly solicited to appoint them. he 
be had, and no sentence pronounced it peremptorily refused. To the officers who bad 
t ‘rved him in the late Creek and British war, he 





Censure is endeavored to be attached in conse. | s: 
quence of the withdrawal of the regular troons || stated, not only in his appeal, but also upon theiz 
from the posts on the Georgia fronuer, and con || meeting at Nashville, that they were to organize 
centrating them at Fort Montgomery, on the Ala. }\ thensecives inthe manner they might think proper; 
bama river, a considerable distance west of the j| that the grade of the officers was to be determined 
Georgia line In the commission of this military || by themselves; and those raising companies were to 
error, your respondent had no participation; it was |}commandthem, ‘the only agency of your respond. 
done in pursuance of an order of Mr. Crawford. jj ent inthe whole transaction, was the appointment 
then Secretary of War—an order which he was || of colonel tdayne, inspector General of the Southers 
b und to obey, although contrary to his own opine I Division, to superintend their organization; and lead 
ton. jihem to Fort Scott, where be took the command. 

Upon the subject of raising and organizieg the || Every measure touching the reising and organizing 
volunteers of West Tennessee, which has culled |] this volunteer corps, was regularly commutnicate - 
forth the severest animaddversions, your respondent |i to the Secretary of War, and received his unguali- 
did not, ashe conceives, “ disregard the orders of || fed approbation, 
the War Department, the constitution, and laws.’ ‘Che committee admit, that the laws of congress 
His orders were, to call upon the Governors of the |} authorise the President to call on the governors ot 












adjacent states for such additional military force as !| the different States for such portions of militia as 
he might deem necessary.to beat the enemy, The’ be may deem renuisite; but deny that there is ars 
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law in existence vesting him with authority to ac- |] roverned by the rules and articles of war, and shal! 
cept the services of volunteers. Here they have |} be subject to be tried by courts martial, in like mau 
endeavored to make an impression on the uation } ner with the officers and soldiers of the regular for. 
that volunteers are not militia ; and that the circum 

stance of volunteering their services in preference { 
fo being dratted, essentially and radically chanjes | 


their characier. 


ces, save only that such courts martial shall be com. 
posed entirely of militia officers.” 

From these extracts it must appear evident, that 
There is certainly vo position |,no payment can be made, but tipon muster rolls, 
nore unsound ; as 13 clearly evinced by ‘he fact, || signed by the Inspector General, kc. and that, trom, 
that most of the cails of the general government | the time they they arc rade out and received at the 
have been met in this way, by the patriotic and |) War office, the militia are considered im the service 
gallant yeomanry of our country: until now it has} of the United States. 
never been complained of- 

When a requisition is made by the President on 
any State in the Union for a quota of militia, it is 


Neither congress nor the 
| President have any authority to enquire how their 
| officers have been appcinted: whether they have 
been received as volunteers, or raised by the more 
sufficient if they are forth coming ; and it is be- |, tedious anc vexatious method of draftins Were 
lieved that he has no authority, under the laws or | the idea of your committee corrcet upon this sub- 
constitution of the United States, to inquire into j ject, the people of the different states would be 
the mode in which they have been raised and |, deprived of the invalusble privilege of selecting 
organised. This is a question to be determined || between these two modes of complying with calls 
exclusively between the governor of a State and |; mace upon them for the defence of our common 
its own citizens. It is one of the atribwes of; country. The general government had the ser- 
state sovereignty, guaranteed by the federal || vices of those troops, which is all that can be re- 


constitution, and with which the Executive ancl quired ; and: they have long since been mustered 
Congress cannot interfere. If an officer of the U | out of service, and paid from the public treasury. 

States’ arms should be guilty of an infringement ||, The committee confess that the Secretary of War 
of this state prerogative, and the complaint of its | approbated the manner in in which the Tennessee 
governor or legislature should be considered as the | volunteers were raised and otganized; but say, 


only basis to authorise an enquiry into his official || that «itis but justice to the department to state, 


conduct. || that it was not until the officers that had assisted in 

{tis stated, by your committee, that it was not || thus officering and organizing this corps were exam.- 
found necessary to furnish the President with alist | ined by the committee, that they were apprized of 
of the names of the militia officers; ‘2nd not un- |! the illegality of the measure.” Surely the secre- 
tilthe pay rolls were made out and payment de- || tary of War must have examined the communica. 
roanded, were the persons known to the Depart- |! tions of Col. Hayne and your respondent, stating 
ment of War.” A majovity of your committee | every particular touching the mode agreeably to 
were within reach of all the infurmation necessary |i which they were raised and organized, as also the 
ty the correction of this error. Colonel Hayne’s || muster rolls, giving the grade and number of the 
communications to the Secretary of War were on || officers by name; all of which were transmitted, 


file in that office; from which they might have || and acknowledged to have been received, at an 
been informed of the number and grade of the || early period, at that office. Hecertainly could not 
officers, as well as of every particular relative to |! have compromitted himself so faras to give his ap- 
the organization of the volunteers; together with probation to a measure before he was made ac- 
tle express and decided opprobation of that depart- || quainted with its nature and tendency. 

ment of the government. Appended tothe report ! Troops of the same description of the Tennessee 
are the pay-roills filed in the office of the Paymaster || volunteers, were received and employed by the 
@eneral. Why they omitted to examine the mus- i governmenton our northern frontier and southern 
ter rollin the War office, from which the pay roll |, borders, during the late strugle with England, aud 
was transcribed, your respondent is at a loss to de- || inthe war with the Creek nation of Indians ‘They 
termine. Upon an examination of the pay roll, they || fought the battles of Talledega, Mmuckfaw, the 
should have known that, agreeably to the rules and || Horse Shoe, and New Orleans, and protected Mobile 
articles of war, they must have been made out from | from British visitation. Volunteers, similarly raiv- 
the muster rolls, which designate by name the num- 4 ed and organised, were commanded by governors 


ber and grade of the officers mustered into service || Shelby. Harrison, Edwards and General Porter of 
Vhe muster roll, together with the letters of Col. 














Hayne, would have satisfied the committee that the 
volunteers bad been organized agreeably to the 
tivs of Tennessee ; and that it was a procedure 
‘er which the general government could excer- 
¢:°° no control. 

ity the rules and articles of war, “troops of all 
descriptions shall be mustered once in two months 
for payment; nor shall any payment be made but 
upon muster rolls, signed by the Inspector General, 
ar his assistant; or, in the absence of these, by some 
officer of the army of the United States, especially 
assigned to this duty by the general or other officer 
commanding the department in which the troops 
so mustered shall be.” 

Again, ** the officers and soldiers of any troops, 
whether militiaoror others, being mustered and in 
ihe pay of the United States, shall at all times, and 


New York, during the same period. ‘The field of- 
ficers of the Georgia militia were appointed in the 
same manper.onthe west bank of the Oakinulgee ; 
and one of the present Senators from Tennessee 
actualiy appointed the officers of his own regimcut, 
which he raised without any authority, and which 
he commanded on anexpedition against the Seu: 

inole Indians in 1812. The most of those troope 
were paid off by the United States, received the 
approbation of the general government, and the 
applause of the nation. 
It is stated in the report of the committee to tlie 
Senate, that the “whole strength of this miserabie, 
nidisciplined banditti of deluded Indians, and fugi- 
tive slaves, when combined, did not exceed 1009 
m-n. Opposed to whom, previous to Genera! 
Ja:kson’s taking’ command, and under Gen. Gaines, 








in afl places, when joined or acting in conjunction 
with the regular forces of the United States, be 


w re a force of 1800 regulars and militia, besides 
the 500 friendly Indians, Hlegally subsidized by the 


last menticned General: what then, in this case, 
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becomes of the plea of necessity?” It is plainly to 
be inferred, then, ihat this motley horde of Negroes 
and Indians were too incousiderable to justify rais- 
ing the volunteer forces which was employed in 
reducing (vem to a term of submission. 

It is well Known to ail those acquainted with the | 
character of Indians, and their peculiar mode of! 
welfare, that it is almost impossible to form a cor- 
rect estimate of their azgregate force, until the tc. 
mination of the war. li this case General Gaines | 
bad computed them at 2800; and Arbuthnot, who 
officiated as a military chiet of the savages, had re- | 
presented them, in a communication to the British | 
minister, Mr. Bagot, to be 3,5UU strong. This cal- | 
culation was by no means extravagant, when it 1s, 
considered that from 8 to 12U0 had been concen-! 
trated at a single point, when lieutenant Scott and | 
party were attacked, and that they were daily in- | 
creasing in number. Whatever might have been| 
their whole effective streugth, at any period of the | 
war, it could have been augmented by auxiliary | 
bands in Florida, and it was certainly the duty of the | 
commanding general to call out such an additional | 
force, as should insure success in every emergen- | 
cy. Furthermore, the greatest portion of the! 
Georgia militia then in the field, could be retained | 
i service only fur about three months. And it was! 
expected that they would apply for discharges so | 
soow as their time expised.- Your respondent con- |} 
sidered the lives of our citizens as too precious to | 
be risked in a contest with Indians, where there | 
ws; an odds of two to one, unless dire necessity de- 
maided the exposure. The consequence of an op- 
posite policy was, that the deciswe and rapid 
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in the Department of War. To this department 
all his communications were made; and there they 
should have applied for correct information, if it 
had been wanted. 

The next subject which has exposed your res- 
pondent to bitter reproach from the committee, is 
the order which was directed to General Gaines, 
to occupy St. Augustine. A letter from Major 
‘Cwiggs had conveyed the intelligence that our sa- 
vage enemies had been fed and furnished from 
that garrison; and it was rendered highly probable, 
that, aided, abetted, and encouraged by the com- 
mandant, they were recruiting and embodying at 
that place with a view of renewing hostiliies, A 
strong presumption was created that this, like the 
other Spanish posts, had become a depot and ral- 
lying point of Negroes and Indians, ta which they 
had retreated for refuge and protection, afler being 
driven from Negro Fort, St. Marks, and Pensa- 
cola. 

‘The order givento Gen Gaines was entirely 
conditional and prospective; and, had the facts re- 
ported been established, as directed, there would 
have existed the same incontrovertible reason for 
the occupancy of St Augustine, as of the other 
Spanish fortresses. The orders of your respondent 
had undergone no modification; and the measure 
would have been indispensably necessary to their 
execution, as well as to the peace and security of 
our frontiers. Besides, he had transmitted to the 
War Department regular information of his pro- 
ceedings in Florida with the reasons and motives 
by which he had been governed, from the 25th of 
March to the 7th ef August, without a sentence of 
dissatisfaction ever having been expressed by the 





movement of our overwhelming numbers distracted | 
and dispersed the enemy, compelled them to seek | 


and they never were aflorded an, opportunity to! 
display their whole force by concentration The | 
wac was speedily and effectually terminated, and | 
much blood and treasure saved to the nation, { 
Vith regard to the Indian and militia force, un 
der the command of General Gaines, previous to | 
the time your respendent assuwed the command of | 
the army, he bas to remark, that, until a few days | 
anterior to his arrival at Fort Scott, not a single 
Indian warrior aad joined the standard of the United | 


. f 
re age im the Spanish fortresses, woods and swamps; || 


government. 
Your committee also report, that, “long before 
this period, the commanding general bad, by his 
| letter to the sccretary of War, declared the Sem- 
jinole war at an end; and alter which, nota single 
inew act of hostility had been committed.” It is 
j true, after the defeat of the Negroes and Indians, 
at Mickasuky, the destruction cf Suwany, and the 
asylum of St. Marks had been wrested out of thei> 
| occupation, that your respondent persuaded him- 


jself the war was ended. But, subsequent informa- 
The 


ition proved this opinion to be erroneous. 


States; nor had the first requisition of Georgia | letter of Governor Bibb, appended to the report 
militia ever united with the command of General if to the Senate, as well as the deposition of Charles 
Gaines; the litter had returned. home, in conse- || Baron, details sundry outrages committed subse- 
quence of which, it became absolutely necessary on I quent to the date of your respondent’s Ictter to 
the part of General Gaines to make a second call | the Secretary of War; and it is also known that 
on the Governog,of that state, for the double pur- |) six men were murtered in the interior, which itis 
pose of detending the frontier and occupying Ame- || believed was communicated by Gen. Gaines, to the 
lia Is!and, || War Department. The communications of Gen. 
A few of the friendly Indians joined your respon- |’ Gaines and Maj. Fanning, annexed to the report, 
dent before he reached Fort Scott, and a Gonsider- | also give a very different aspect to this questions 
able number at that place, making in the aggre- | and to which ‘nee respondent begs keave to refer 
gate about four or five hundred. The balance of |! your honorable body. 
the force under his command, was not, at that,) In the animadversions upon the motives of your 


time, more than nine hundred effectives; and he 
confidently affirms, that when he took up the line 
of march from Fort Gadsden, on the 25th of March, 
2418, his whole command fit for duty consisted 
only of 360 privates of the regulars, about 800 
Georgia militia, and Major Lovet’s detachment of 


| respondent, he cannot withhold the opinion, that 
there has been exhibited an unusual share of as- 
perity, a3 also a want of charity and forbearance 
which was not to have been auticipated from mem- 
| bers of so august and enlightened a body as the 
Senate of the United States, deliberating upon a 
'subject which they have represented to be of 





friendiy Creeks. Mcintosh and his warriors were 
organized at Fort Mitchell, after the arrival ef your | 
respondent at Fort Hawkins, and never unrted with | 
him until the Ist of April, about six miles in the | 
rear of Mickasuky. All these facts were accessi- | 
ble to your committee, had they been disposed to | 
examine the letters of your respondent, on the file 


great national magnitude. Leaving the motives of 
the committce on this occasion to their own pri- 
vate review and examination, your respondent 
will barely observe, that they have imperfectly re- 
cognized the maxim, that innocence ia always pre 
sumed until the contrary appear by proof. Why 
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they shoul] have enquired into the motives of vi 
t t loss to determine, as it 
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y subject of mvest’ cation was 
» legosity of his official acts, as designated in thy 
solnt af the Senate, of the 18th of Decemb: 
Your respondent has no objection to this corrs< 
opt aSa pernicious pre 
fle has no secrets, and 
nk from a rigid and impartial examiration inte 
tind the committee adverted 


iHicial conduct. 
the order to teke possession of St Augustine 
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will neve; 


vellas the communications of vour 
he Secretary of War, upon th 
tury operations, tacy must have vee 
his Motives were lo promote the pul 
bevy ms orders, by carrying 4 Vif US TK 
lent War against the savage enemies of the U. 
hv woich the biood and treasure of the 
was to econoniized; to establish a peace 
waull be honorable and permanent, and to 
repose and security .o our and 
neeless borders. 


onde: 
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satisfi 


ed 
a: 
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CApPOSC l de- 
In this instance, as well as in some others, the 
port of the committee is contradicted by t ev 
ce of its own-documents. ‘he depositi« ns of 
Col. Butler, (and Maj. Baton, aemember of the 
amittee) conclusively prove that v« spond 
had no agency in speculating in Florida lands, 

1 iS in direct opposition to the inference drawn 
vour committee. No member of that commit- 
can, for a moment, seriously and candidly har- 


' 
r’ ue 


hie 


€ mur 
€i 


vw! 


t 
b 
a caillant army into the feld—jeoy : the lives 
valuable citizens—risk the ruin of health and 
itation, and * violate the constitution” of his 
istry, for the purpose ef speculating with sccur- 
The “ motives of his own, 


wraize 
‘ 

e 
i 


’ 


ecvul 
iy in Spanish lands 
u 
dcsire to end speedily asavage war, and to save 
the blood and treasure of the country; and not, 


as chaiged, to adventure his heaith and reputation, |! 


' 
6 


1 the lives of brave men, in quest of titles to 
rida lands. 
uninst, and has its refutation in the very testimony 
wich the committee have published. «The digni- 
ty ot his office, which, at every exposure, he has 
sought to maintain, never has been prostituted to 


2 


i 


the purposes of speculation in any way, and it nev-| 


ershall. Strange, then, that honorable men should 
make so foul an accusation without proof, nay with 
out even circumstances to support it. 
Your responded would beg leave, in this place, | 
to remark upon the depositions annexed to the re-| 
port. He ventures the opinion’ that such docu- 
meats never before have been published to the | 
{ as evidence upon which to predicates a re-, 
P Eaton’s and Mitcheil’s are the only deposi- | 
u presented in legal form. To those two gen- | 
tlemen, regular interrogatories were proposed, to | 
wich they deliberately responded and affixed their | 
siynatures as required by law. Doctor Bronaugh’s | 
cc position is signed, but not given under oath; co- 
lonel Butler’s, colonel Gibson’s, and captain Call’s | 
neither sworn to nor signed. The depositions | 
ne four last gentlemen were publisued without | 
ir knowledge, although they had received a pro- | 
from the members of the committee, who} 
lown the testimony, that it should be copied, | 
i again submitted to them for correction and SB | 


v 


tu 
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| depositions are fully examined, amended, 


!, by the witnesses, they cannot be 


gued, 


beyond their control and t-! 


cedent, and a violation ot | 
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the opinion that your respondent would lead | 
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nnected with his military functions, were al 


Lhe imputation is unwarranted and }} 
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| considered 
is a rule, 


hered to 


and comylete evidence. 
is ,is unformly .« 
l tribunals; itnever should be 
}; aAsit 1S essentially 
istravion of justice. 
iculd be viventhe witnesses to 
make a tur and fi! disclosure of the facts; to con 
sider the force and etlec: of their expressions, as 
| wellas the import of every sentence By an op- 
posite procedure irreparable injustice mav be done, 
and the rights of a public agent sacrificed by those 
who shoid afford nim security and prot: ction. 
|| There are several minor points touched upon by 
i the committee to which your respondent con 
it unnecessary te give a particular reply; as they 
are of inconsiderable importance, and could not be 
; noticed without swelling this memorial to an u: 
wieldy size. He fiatters himself they have bec 
satisfactorily answered in the discussion of th 
other subjects, out of which they have incidently 
arisen. ‘iliey willall, however, be more amply 
ind minutely explained, by an examination of do 
cuments heretofore communicated to Congress, re- 
lative to the Semincle war; to others on file in the 
War Office, and to thosé accompanying this memo- 
tiul; to all of which your respondent respectfully 
refers your honorable bedy 

Toconclude: Your respondent has devoted his 
tbest services to the cause of his country, and to 

the perpetuation of her liberties. Her constitution 
and laws are objects of his sincere veneration; and 
every anxiety of his heart has been enlisted to pro- 
mote the glory and happiness of his count How 
far he has been instrumental, under the guidance 
|, of Providence, in effecting those desirable objec 
; he ubmits to the decision of his enhghtencd te 
citizens. He dees not pretend to be exempt ftora 
the errors common to human nature. Surrounded 
as he was, by every | ion and embarrassment- - 
in allthe hurry and bustle of war, it was 
impossible to attend particularly to 
consideration. 

But, upon the great errors charged—a breach of 
his orders-——a departure from the constitution, and 
a violation of the rights of haumanity—! 
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|| muintains his innocence, and denies that 
j)es are correctly made. He exlis upon the 
ji by the high claims they prefer to miecnanimity, 
| pretect his reputation trom the unmerited ¢ 
cast by their committee. He asks for justice, 
to extend it, is due to your respo 


an ate, 
to 
re 
nd 


iG? 


! 
| Nothing mere; 
{ ent, to the Senate, and to the nation 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major Cen. Commanding Southern Divisi 
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